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Cl ayco mo Ne ws  
February 2012 

 
 To wn Hall Meeti ng February 27, 2012 at 6: 30pm Co mmunit y Buil di ng 

 To wn Hall Meeti ng March 26, 2012 at 6: 30pm Co mmunit y Buil di ng 

 Meet t he Candi dat es Meeti ng set for March 29, 2012 at 6: 00pm Co mmuni ty Buil di ng 

 Pancake Day March 31 7:00a m t o 2: 00pm Co mmunit y Buil di ng 

 April 3 El ecti on Vot e for 2 Trustees and proposition t o i ncrease ceili ng of the tax levy 

________________________________________________________________ 

Pancake Day On Saturday March 31, 2012 t he Cl aycomo Fire Department 

wi ll be havi ng t he 49
t h

 Annual Pancake Day. The firefi ghters woul d li ke to t hank t he Village 

resi dents for t heir support. Pancake Day will be free for resi dents and t heir fa milies. Pl ease bri ng 

the ticket l ocat ed bel ow wi t h you on Pancake Day.  Once Agai n, Thank you for all your support. 

RESI DENT TI CKET 
Thi s ticket entitles resi dents t o free entry to t he 

48
t h

 Annual Pancake Day 

Sat urday March 31, 2012 

Good for All You Can Eat Pancakes 

Cl ayco mo Co mmunit y Buil di ng, 28 Sout h Drake 

 

COMMUNI TY EASTER EGG HUNT                                        
Sat urday, April 7, 2012 10:00a m 

Mi l dred Keeney Park 

Ages 12 and under 

Bri ng your own basket *Appearance by t he East er Bunny and Mc Gr uff the cri me dog*Bri ng your ca mera* 

Cont act Ci ndy for infor mat ion at 816-452-5539*i n case of rai n, locati on changes to t he Fire St ati on* 

 

Cl ayco mo made Christ mas bri ght for l ocal families 

Dece mber 17
t h

 Sant a made a speci al deli very t o a fa mily i n need i n our area.  Through t he efforts of the 

Cl erk’s Office many donations were collected from area busi nesses, churches, empl oyees, and resi dents.  

Ti mes are t ough for a lot of people ri ght now; some of the chil dren i n our school district are currently 

ho mel ess.  The donations given t o t his fa mil y and ot hers in need provi de so much more t han food or 

cl ot hi ng, it provi des a sense of communit y and t he opport unit y t o know t hat people care about ot hers.  

Ot her donati ons were collect ed and deli vered t o anot her needy fa mil y and t o a l ocal food pantry and 

cl ot hes cl oset that will hel p many ot her l ocal fa milies.   You can donat e canned goods, hygi ene products 

and ot her items year round at cit y hall.  The donati ons wi ll be taken t o area food pantries.  
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Trash Ordi nance 
Sec. 14-22.   

(a) It shall be unl awf ul t o place or keep cont ai ners on any public street, alley, place or elsewhere, 

except on pri vate propert y provi ded t hat cont ai ners may be placed on desi gnat ed locati ons on public 

streets or alleys wit hi n t welve (12) hours before collection days t o per mit the village or an aut horized 

collect or to make collecti on of such garbage or rubbish. Cont ai ners must be re moved from desi gnat ed 

locati ons not more t han t welve (12) hours after trash collecti on.  

(b) Cont ai ners for garbage and rubbish shall be placed, and at all ti mes kept and provi ded, on pri vate 

propert y, provi ded t hat such contai ners shall be placed and st ored i n cl ose proxi mi ty t o each ot her and 

locat ed [ wit hi n] not more than a ten-foot radi us from the buil di ng and not i n front of such buil di ng so as 

to be bet ween sai d buil di ng and street. Buil di ngs on a corner l ot shall be per mitted to place t heir 

cont ai ners t o t he si de of said buil di ng even t hough it results in t he cont ai ners bei ng bet ween t he buil di ng 

and a street. If more t han one (1) cont ai ner is necessary t o hol d t he garbage or rubbish accumul ati ng on 

the pre mi ses, or, if more t han one (1) cont ai ner is used for the garbage or rubbish from any buil di ng, all 

cont ai ners shall be placed at the sa me l ocati on for collecti on.  

POLI CE NE WS  

 
The Cl aycomo Police Depart ment recentl y purchased a mobile radar trailer desi gned t o monit or 

speed li mits throughout the Village li mits. Radar trailers have been proven to sl ow traffic, 

maki ng our streets and nei ghbor hoods safer. The Cl ayco mo Police Department dedi cat e 

the msel ves t o t he safet y and security of t he public. 

The mobile radar unit will be placed on resi dential and mai n t horoughfares in t he Village t o 

make mot orist aware of their speed. The police depart ment encourages residents t hat are 

experienci ng speedi ng vehi cles i n t heir nei ghbor hoods t o cont act the Cl ayco mo Police 

Depart ment at 816-452-4614.  
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Fro m t he Chai r man The Board of Trust ees and t he Dept. Heads have been brai nst or mi ng and movi ng for ward 

wi t h i deas for a long range master pl an for Cl ayco mo. Efforts are bei ng made t o bri ng a grocery st ore and ot her 

busi nesses i nt o t he Village. The Board and Dept. Heads have begun meeti ng wit h the Cl ay Count y Presi di ng 

Co mmi ssi oner, al ong wit h ot her represent ati ves from Cl ay Count y EDC and MARC t o put toget her a me morandu m 

of underst andi ng t o pull Cl ayco mo out of the rut it is i n and to entice busi nesses t o want to locate here.  

These t opi cs will be discussed on t he 3rd Monday of each mont h begi nni ng February 20t h at 2: 00p m i n t he court 

roo m i n the base ment of cit y hall. The public is i nvited t o attend t hese meeti ngs.  

The Board unani mousl y deci ded t o put the proposal for the Tax ceiling t o be raised, on t he April Ball ot. The Board 

has set public meeti ngs t o discuss this and I encourage t he publi c to attend t he Town Hall meeti ngs t hat are set for 

February 27 6: 30p m and March 26 at 6: 30p m at t he Co mmunit y Cent er.  PLEASE do not listen to the rumors and 

mi s-i nfor mati on.  Co me t o a meeti ng and get t he strai ght facts. 

The Board will be ans weri ng questi ons about the upco mi ng ball ot proposition for the request t o raise t he ceiling for 

the tax levy. This is confusi ng to some as it does not necessarily mean t hat t he taxes will be raised, it si mpl y creates 

the availabilit y to assess a hi gher tax if it beco mes necessary. Town Hall meeti ngs are t he perfect opport unit y t o 

learn how t he tax levy syst e m wor ks and what is needed t o run t he Village successfull y.  

If we are successful i n attracting ne w busi ness t hen our tax levy coul d be reduced.  The Board cannot raise the levy 

to the maxi mu m j ust because they want to.  The St at e of Mi ssouri requires the Cl erk t o use a for mul a every year to 

set t he upco mi ng year tax levy. 

Your Board of Trust ees is trying t o mai nt ai n our current level of services and if we don’t repl ace our lost revenue we 

cannot conti nue t o provi de t he services t hat we are used t o.  Revenue is down due t o a reducti on i n Ford’s taxes and 

propert y taxes i n general.   

The Board had the choi ces of: 

1.       Aski ng you the resi dents to i ncrease the tax ceili ng. (For d woul d pay the li on’ s shar e)  

2.       Aski ng you the resi dents to appr ove a sal es tax. (shoppers woul d pay the li on’ s shar e)  

3.       Reduce the number of e mpl oyees, theref ore reducing servi ces.  

4.       Doi ng away wi th the free trash (resi dents woul d have to pay about $14 per month $170 a year) 

(*that’ s A LOT MORE than the requested tax ceili ng i ncrease!) 

5.       Doi ng away wi th the “free” a mbul ance f or resi dents ( wher e resi dents are not billed f or a mbul ance 

tri ps above what your i nsurance pays)  

The Board deci ded t hat i ncreasi ng t he tax ceiling woul d be the best and cheapest t hi ng t o do for our resi dents. We 

are spoiled wit h t he services we enj oy.  There’s no place else you can live wit h the Police, Fire and Ambul ance t hat 

wi ll be t here when you need the m i n j ust a coupl e of mi nut es and such a l ow cri me rat e.  No pl ace else where you 

can enj oy free trash pick-up t hat costs t he Village about $53,000 a year. (In ot her cities your trash pick-up woul d 

cost YOU about $170 a year**That’s more t han you pay i n propert y taxes i n Cl ayco mo f or your resi dence!!!!)   No 

pl ace else you can live t hat t he city writes off t he a mbul ance bill if your i nsurance don’t pay it all. 

Your elect ed Board of Trust ees doesn’t like taxes at all.  If we coul d we woul d reduce your taxes t o “$0. 00. Our goal 

is t o conti nue t o provi de t he best services we can t o you.  But to do t hat we have t o have the dollars to pay t he bills.  

We need t he tax i ncrease t o conti nue what we have.  

Pl ease make an effort to attend a public meeti ng and t o get infor med.  Don’t listen t o t hose that don’t know all the 

facts.  Listen t o the Board members that have all the facts and believe that we need t his ball ot proposition on 

increasi ng tax ceiling approved.  Pl ease feel free t o call myself or any Board Me mber wit h any questi ons.  
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***VOTE APRI L 3, 2012***Voter Registrati on i nfo*** 

Resi dents can register to vote at Claycomo Cit y Hall.  You must be registered by March 7, 2012 to be 

eli gi bl e to vote i n the Apri l 3
rd

 electi on.  

Cont act Cl ay Count y 415-8683 for i nfor mati on regarding absent ee voti ng.  

__________________________________________________________________ 
The foll owi ng resi dents signed up to run for t wo open positi ons on the Board of Trustees 

Debbi e Tayl or has beco me a fa miliar face around t he Village.  You can fi nd her supporting l ocal busi nesses by 

havi ng l unch and shoppi ng at area merchants.  Tayl or has served four ter ms and l oves bei ng a part of t he Board of 

Tr ust ees.  She has support ed such efforts as the Econo mi c Devel op ment Co mmittee, the Lions Cl ub, parks, Strea m 

Tea m, “Shop Cl ayco mo First” and has spent numer ous hours at Cit y Hall hel pi ng out and vol unt eeri ng when 

needed.  Debbi e has li ved i n the Village for about 25 years.  She is surrounded by t wo ot her generati ons of her 

fa mil y who also live in Cl ayco mo.  She has t wo grown children who wor k at Ford Mot or Co mpany and Allied, bot h 

in Cl ayco mo and t wo grandchildren.  Debbi e hopes to be voted back i n to t he position of Tr ust ee so that she can 

conti nue t o wor k t oward t he goals the Board has set for a long range Mast er Plan and t o conti nue wor ki ng t o get 

ne w busi nesses to l ocate here and t o get t he m i nvol ved i n t he communit y.  Tayl or wants to promot e a sense of 

fa mil y in our communit y bet ween resi dents, busi nesses and e mpl oyees by creati ng events and acti vities that j oi n all 

of t hese groups t oget her.  Debbi e has al ways been open t o co mmuni cati on wit h t he resi dents she represents and 

bri ngs t heir concerns t o the entire Board t o be resol ved.       

Jay Vant uyl is an acti ve board me mber.  He has spent the past ter m l earni ng t he ropes of bei ng a Trust ee, 

researchi ng and getting i nvol ved i n vari ous areas of the Village.  Jay shares t hat bei ng on t he Board has been a 

learni ng experi ence and he t hinks every resi dent shoul d have t o take a turn at least once t o understand how t he 

Vi ll age works.  “Snail” as he is called by friends, has li ved in t he Village si nce 1958, 54 years!  His life goal is t o 

hel p ot hers.  He has shared t his gift wit h t he Village by creating si gns for upco mi ng events, cooki ng for di nners, 

pl ayi ng Sant a, and partici pati ng i n efforts t hat benefit the Village.  His goals for the next ter m he hopes t o serve on 

the Board of Trust ees if elect ed are t o “HELP- LI STEN and use COMMON SENSE”.  He is l ooki ng for ward t o 

anot her ter m of servi ng t he communit y.   

Ben Wat ki ns served t wo terms on t he Board of Trust ees in t he 1970’s.  He is runni ng for this ter m t o try to i nsure 

the Village resi dents recei ve the most benefits for their tax dollars.  Ben has li ved i n t he Vi llage for 43 years and 

retired from General Mot ors.  He is currentl y i n t he real estate busi ness.  When asked what his goals woul d be if 

el ect ed he responded by sayi ng t hat he woul d like t o see some i mpr ove ment s to t he way the tax money is spent.   

Larry Barrera has served on t he Board of Trust ees fi ve or six ti mes i n t he past.  His decisi on t o run for the Board 

of Trust ees at this ti me is t o serve as a voi ce of reason for the citizens, busi ness peopl e and empl oyees of the Village 

of Cl ayco mo.  Barrera has been a homeo wner in t he Village for 33 years and his fa mil y has owned and operat ed a 

busi ness i n t he Village si nce 1964.  He started wor ki ng at t he fa mil y rest aurant when he was 10 years ol d and now, 

at 55 is t he co-owner wit h his sister.  Larry states that he has partici pated i n several areas in t he Village such as 20 

years in the Li ons Cl ub, coaching little league baseball for 6 years for a tea m made up mostly of Cl ayco mo chil dren, 

wor ki ng on t he Rout e 69 task force whi ch brought about the updat ed 69 hi ghway we now enj oy.  Larry has been on 

the zoni ng board and co-sponsored t he Cl ayco mo Soft ball Classi c, an annual event that allows busi nesses and 

e mpl oyees t o pl ay soft ball i n a friendl y environ ment.  He chairs the Econo mi c Devel op ment Co mmittee, is fa mil y 

ori ent ed and has many hobbi es. Hi s goals as trust ee woul d be t o hel p bri ng fi nanci al stabilit y as well as a wealt h of 

knowl edge and common sense to vari ous issues faci ng t he Village t oday.  He expresses t hat wit h your vot e he looks 

for ward t o wor ki ng wit h t he Board, t o serve t he vot ers, his constituents, i n easi ng any concerns you may have wit hi n 

the Village.     


